PENNY-WISE 


The Official Publication of the Early American Coppers Club, Inc. 

Vol. VIII, No. 5 Consecutive Issue No. 44 September 15, 1974 


Greetings to all EACers and welcome to another exciting issue of P— W! 
Actually, this is another anniversary issue! ! ! Just seven years ago, on 
September 15, 1967, we published our first issue of PENNY-WISE! Now we're 
starting our 8th year of publication! ! ! Who of those who received that first 
issue would ever have dared to predict that P— W would be alive and well and 
still continuing to publish in 1974? And your Editor is remiss that he didn't 
have any special art memento prep>ared — as Bill Parks suggested be done many 
weeks ago and in plenty of time - to commemorate the occasion! 

But P-W sort of commemorates itself, just by appearing as Issue No. 44! ! 
You'll find a lot of new and fentastic articles and stories as well as P— W's 
usual features. Phil Wagner, for example, reports on the responses which he 
received to the questionnaire published in the July 15 issue. You'll get quite a 
kick out of the results ! 

And George Ramont tells of a fascinating visit that he and Jules Reiver 
made to an interesting old museum. Rod Burress and Dick Wright have come 
up with some unusual sbatistics . And Anthony T erranova tells about a new 
Jefferson Head cent witfi a lettered edge, having gotten permission from Harmer, 
Rooke to do so and they even furnished P— W with a photograph of the obverse 
and reverse surfaces for EACers to see. Cur thanks to Harmer, Rooke for 
their permission to publish and their cooperation in providing the plate. 

Cf course, Denis Loring's revision committee has provided you with the 
latest information available on the 1802 large cents, and Milton B. Pfeffer has 
provided an interesting and complete treatise on the 1 804 half cents . In be- 
tween all of these, you'll find a lot of other news and information, including 
full reports on the happenings at the ANA convention in Miami as seen by 
Darwin Palmer, Tom Wolf, John D. Wright, and others. 

Also, don't forget to look through the various advertisements contained in 
this issue. Cur advertisers go a long way in helping us to provide you your 
copy of P-W each issue, and they in turn hope that you will consider them first 
when you find a need for that which they have to offer . 

That about does it for now. Cur next big issue will reach you on November 
15. Remember! we depend upon all of YCU to get us some material to include 
in that issue. Final date for receipt of material for that issue is Cctober 31 ! 

The quicker that we receive it, the better it is for us to get it ready so that 
we can go to press on time! 

Here's looking at you! Read on! ! 


WarrenA. Lapp, M.D., Editor 
and 

The Staff of PENNY-WISE 
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THE EARLY CENT REVISION - PART 10 


The Early Cent Revision Committee 
Denis Coring, Chairman 

1 802 - Market factor = 3 

S— 225 R3 Basic value $ 0.70 65— 65— 65—60— 60— 60 . Reverse 

leaves rounded , and usually appear quite flat . Late die state shows rim 
break at ES O on reverse. 65 Merkin 9/74; 65 Proskey-Hines; 65 Mills- 
Sears-ANS; 60 Hines-Downing-Helfenstein; 60 Dupong-Naftzger-NN 11/73; 

60 new. 

S— 226 R3 Basic value $ 0.60 65-65—60—60-55—55 . 65 Gaskill; 

65 Newcomb-Holmes-Masters; 60 Proskey-Hines-Sheldon-Naftzger- 
NN 11/73; 60 Gehring-ANS; 55 several. 

NCI R6- Basic value $5 . 55-30-25-20-15-15. Perhaps 26 

pieces now known. Several lack the distinctive obverse crack, but all have 
a tiny rim break on the obverse which involves three denticles at 8:30 o'clock. 
Date spaced 18 0 2. 55 Copley; 30 Copley; 25 listed; 20 new; 15 several, 
including Dupont 352. In addition, a new 25-coin heis been reported. 

S-227 R3 Basic value $ 0.60 70-60-55-55-50-50. Date spaced 

1 8 02. 70 Wurtzbach; 60 Stack's 1/69; 55 Green; 55 listed; 50 several, 
including Clapp-ANS, Gaskill. 

S— 228 R2 Basic value $ 0.75 65—65—60—60—60—60 . 65 Sloss 62; 

65 Proskey-Hines; 60 Landau; 60 Geiss-Sloss 63-Taylor-Naftzger-NN 11/73; 
60 new; 60 new. 

S-229 R4- Basic value $ 0.75 70-60-60-45-45-35. 70 Proskey- 

Hines; 60 Morgenthau— ANS; 60 Helfenstein; 45 Freeman 1 147, possibly 
AU50; 45 Gaskill; 35 many, including French's 2/59, Ballou, French- 
Newcomb-Wurtzback-Gaskill , Clapp-ANS . 

NC2 R7+ Basic value speculative. 50-20-7-7-6-4. Six now 

known, all with the crack through ERTY. Usually weak at top reverse/lower 
obverse. 50 Book-ANS; 20 Copley; 7 new; 7 new; 6 new; 4 Pawling. 

S-230 R1 Basic value $ 0.50 65-60-60-55-50-50. 65 listed; 

60 Sloss— Naftzger—NN 11/73; 60 Johns Hopkins; 55 listed; 50 several, 
including Ryder. 

S-231 R1 Basic value $ 0.70 65-60-60-60-55-50 . 65 Proskey- 

Hines; 60 Hines-Downing-Helfenstein; 60 Dupong; 60 new; 55 French 268- 
Holmes; 50 many, including Newcomb-Gaskill, EAC sale of 7/70, Hesslein- 
ANS, Jones-ANS, Sloss. 
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S-232 R1 Basic value $ 0.50 65-60-60-60-55-55. 65 listed; 

60 Williams; 60 Hines— Wurtzbach— Sheldon— Naftzger—NN 11/73: 548; 60 new; 

55 several, including Sears— ANS, Holland— Helfenstein, Newcomb— Sloss— 
Schwartz, Hines-Fritz-Taylor— Naftzger—NN 11/73: 547. 

S-233 R3 Basic value $ 0.60 65-60-50-45-40-35. 65 Newcomb; 

60 Brown-ANS; 50 Macallister-ANS; 45 Holmes; 40 Newcomb-Gaskill; 35 
Mayflower 5/73 . 

S-234 R5 Basic value $1 .20 70-65-60-60-50-35. Several known 

with perfect uninjured obverse die, and at least six with injuries behind LIBERT 
but no rim break over E5. T's in legend lack right feet. 70 Newcomb— Clarke; 

65 Macallister-ANS; 60 Clapp-ANS; 60 Green-Clarke; 50 Bluestone-ANS; 

35 ANA 1970 sale. In addition, Dupont had a burnished AU50, the ’'true" grade 
of which is moot. 

S-235 R4+ Basic value $ 0.80 70-65-60-55-50-45. Late die 

state: rim through neck, in arc through drapery and lower hair to 1 of date . 

60 Beckwith— Newcomb— <3 larke; 65 Dupont; 60 Clapp— ANS; 55 Chapman— Hines— 
Sloss; 55 NN 54-REN-NN 11/73; 45 Johnson-Green. 

S-236 R1 Basic value $ 0.50 70-65-60-60-55-55. Easily 

recognized by heavy crumbling on right stem . 70 listed; 65 Ryder; 60 Clapp- 
ANS; 60 Ryder; 55 several, including Guttag-Clarke-Naftzger— NN 11/73, 

H ines-Ryder-Sloss-T aylor . 

S-237 R2 Basic value $ 0.50 65-60-60-60-55-50. Terminal 

die state: heas/y rim break over STAT. 65 McAusland— Green; 60 Newcomb 
377— Holmes— Sheldon— Naftzger—NN 11/73; 60 Jenkins— Clapp— ANS; 60 listed; 

55 Mehl-ANS; 50 many, including four in ANS. 

S-238 R5- Basic value $1 .20 40-35-30-30-30-20. Left reverse 

is weak. 40 Wurtzbach; 35 new; 30 new; 30 Newcomb-Hines-Gaskill; 30 
kohler-ANS; 20 many, including Tompkins-Warfield, Downing-Ruby-Superior 
2/74, Schwartz— Naftzger—NN 11/73, Kelly^Bitler, RARCOA 5/74. These last 
two may be the same coin. 

S— 239 R3 Basic value $ 0.60 70-60-60—55—55—50. 70 Proskey- 

Hines; 60 new; 60 Johns Hopkins; 55 new; 55 listed; 50 listed. 

S-240 R4+ Basic value $1 .00 45-40-40-30-30-30. Several known 

with perfect obverse die, among them the 45— coin. 45 new; 40 Holmes; 40 
listed; 30 several, including Matternes-Merkin 10/73, Wurtzbach, Proskey- 
Hines, Clapp-ANS. 

S— 241 R1 Basic value $ 0.70 65—65—65—55—55—50. 65 Proskey- 

Hines; 65 Newcomb-Holland-Helfenstein-Masters; 65 NN 56-Naftzger- 
NN 11/73; 55 Gaskill; 55 Book-ANS; 50 many, including Ryder, Chapman- 
ANS, Mehl-ANS, Sloss. 

S-242 R3- Basic value $ 0.50 70-65-55-50-50-45 . 70 Proskey^ 

Hines; 65 Newcomb 55 listed; 50 Jones— Book ANS; 50 Gaskill; 45 several, 
including Davis-G raves . 

(To be continued.) 

Hi^:H:illiilf******** 
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A MINI-SAMPLE OF MATRON HEAD VARIETIES (1826-1835) 


Rod Burress and Dick Wright 

During the Icist several months, I have been working with EAC member, 
Dick Wright of Van Nuys, California, on a large accumulation of old coppers 
which have been in his femily for many years . Our first studies dealt with 
the years 1826-1835, and since the cents of these years totaled 203, I thought 
that the sample size was large enough to put together a census report. This 
cent collection had been accumulated by Dick, his fether, and his grandfather 
over the period of 1 880 to 1 950 . The collection was made without regard to 
Newcomb numbers of "major varieties" . The only source of bieis may be in 
the grades of the cents . The majority were in only Good and Very Good 
conditions, and Dick indicated that from time to time the better grade pieces 
had been gleaned out and traded off. The resulting accumulation of low grade 
cents could be expected to contain a higher percentage of rare varieties, 
therefore, if one assumes that the more common varieties are the ones most 
likely to have been in higher grades and picked out prior to our studying those 
which remained. 


Our census is presented in the form of charts, one chart for each year. 
Newcomb >/ariety numbers are shown across the horizontal while the quantity 
for each variety is represented by the number of blocks in the stack. The 
numerical grade designation is noted within each block. For example, in the 
first chart of 1826, there were four cents of the N-4 variety, their grades 
being G5, G5, G6, and VG7. 


Conclusions have been left up to the reader; but, in general, the findings 
agree with previously published rarity data. 


The best varieties which were found included the 1829 N-3, the 1830 
N-7, the 1831 N-5, the ia34 N-5, and the 1835 N-12. 
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HARMER ROOKE FINDS NEW JEFFERSON HEAD NC1 ! I 1 

A short time ago, some time in June to be exact, Anthony J . Terranova, 
an EACer from Brooklyn, helped inscribe his name in large cent annals when 
he, along with Joseph H. Rose, President of Harmer Rooke Numismatists, 
Ltd. , jointly discovered a new Jefferson Head cent, an NCI ! I ! 

Anthony described the incident this way: "I walked into Harmer Rooke 
that particular morning, and Mr. Rose casually mentioned that he had a 
Jefferson Head cent to show me, upon which he handed me a coin. I glanced 
at the piece and thought to myself, ‘Oh well, a nice Jefferson Head cent, with 
a big scratch in the field in front of the face*. Then I noted the lettered edge, 
and I asked to see a copy of PENNY WHIMSY, I turned to page 149, glanced 
quickly through the write-up, and then started to shake all over with excite- 
ment. At that moment, Mr. Rose and I simultaneously realized that the coin 
we were holding was an NCI , of which only one previous example was known 
when PENNY WHIMSY was published.” That coin in PENNY WHIMSY was 
a 30-condition coin. More recently, a 2-coin has been found. This new find 
seems to be unique. 

Terranova has furnished PENNY-WISE with considerable information 
about the new coin; and the announcement of its discovery and a description 
of the piece are published for the first time here in PENNY-WISE with 
Harmer Rooke's full appro\/al and blessing, for which we are most grateful. 
In feet, Anthony Terranova has persuaded Harmer Rooke to furnish us with 
the beautiful photographs of the coin which are published here along with this 
article, thus giving EACers almost the first look at this new and important 
discovery! 



The line drawing of the edge lettering was 
done by Dave McLymott of Harmer Rooke 
and shows the distinctive lettering . The 
lines between D and F, R and A, and 
O and L mark the sites of the test cuts ex- 
tending torough the edge from obverse to 
reverse . 
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The coin, as Terranova describes it, appears to be struck on a normal- 
sized, thick planchet equivalent to the regular large cents of that era, thus 
making the piece especially unique . The edge is lettered , and some of the 
letters in the legend appear noticeably larger than others . As can be noted 
in the line drawing, the edge lettering is well preserved. The obverse surface 
of the coins shows an ancient, long deep scratch in the field in front of the 
face, but this does not detract too much from the overall appearance of the 
coin. The edges of the scratch appear to be flaking off. There are three small 
edge cuts, not dings, which extend through from the obverse surface to the 
reverse surface — one at 6 o’clock, one at 8 o’clock, and one other . These 
cuts look like old saw cuts which may have been made at some time or 
another to test the metal of the coin . The hair detail on the bust is quite sharp 
and considerably more so than on PENNY WHIMSY’s plate coin. The reverse 
surface is sharp too, and it shows file striations like on the plate coin. How- 
ever, the striations on this particular piece run in a different direction thian 
do those on the plate coin’s reverse. Terranova says that the piece has a 
beautiful ring to it. The coin weighs exactly 200 grains. 

Herb Silberman has also seen the coin and agrees completely with its 
description as presented here. Harmer Rooke have not yet officially stated 
their grading of the piece, nor have they disclosed the origin of the specimen. 

What's the estimated value of the coin, you ask? Well, some of the 
members who attended the ANA convention in Miami saw the coin there where 
it was displayed with a price tag of $30,000. Since Miami, the price has gone 
upward although the coin is not now being publicly offered for sale. Of this, 
however, you can be sur'e: the coin is unique, extremely desirable, and will 
be much sought after by the nation's top coin collectors. 

Just remember this: thanks to the gracious people at Harmer Rooke and 
to Anthony Terranova, you first heard about the discovery and saw your first 
pictures of the coin in PENNY-WISE ! ! ! 

Harmer Rooke Numismatists, Ltd. are located at 3 East 57th Street, 

New York 10022. Telephone number is (212) PLaza 1-1900. Harmer Rooke 
act as auctioneers, appraisers, sales agents, and museum creators. The 
New York branch was established in 1939 and is a subsidiary of Harmer Rooke 
& Co., Inc. which was established in London in 1903, 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

For Sale or Trade: Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by photocopy. 
Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues . Will accept large cents 
in trade . Write for details . 

ilfUfilf********** 
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NOTICE OF FORTHCOMING EAC MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL MEETING 
WHERE: Home of Julius Reiver, 1802 Forrest Avenue, Wilmington, Del. 

WHEN; Sunday, October 13, 1974, at 11 A.M. 

WHAT: The topic for the day will be the study of 1795 and 1796 large 

cents. Please bring along any other large cents in which you 
have a special interest also. 

Our last Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting was a dandy. Let's make this one 
even a better one! ! ! 

If you are unable to attend but would be interested at another time, please 
drop a line to George Ramont, 1400 Jefferson Avenue, Woodlyn, Pennsylvania 
19094, suggesting a time, place, and a topic for discussion at a subsequent 
meeting . 

*^tilfit:********* 


The Coins of 

New Jersey Edward Maris 

Reprinted from the extremely raxre 1880 original, this large-size book is 
the standard definitive work on the copper coins of New Jersey of 1786, 1787, 
and 1788. 135 varieties are contained in this 32-page work which are illiistrated 

by a two-page plate reproduced on heavy stock using the 300-line screen halftone 
process, the finest available in the world today. 

Heurd-bound in blue buckram, this work describes in exacting detail 
the vulous different die iconblnatlons, some coimnon, some rare. A new foreword 
by Walter Breen written in 1972 describes the vaurious minters and mint locations 
for several die groupings. Also included is a price guide tdilch allows am 
accurate determination of the relative value of the New Jersey coppers, by 
variety, knowledge that until now was limited to the few specialists. 

This work is indispensable to the specialist in colonial American nvnnismatics 
as well as to those Interested in New Jersey and colonial history . 

Gluarterman Publications, Inc. $35.00 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01806 
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RESPONSES TO "WOULD YOU BUY THE COIN?" 


Phil Wagner 

I’m pleased to report that I received twenty-five replies to the question- 
naire "Would You Buy The Coin?" which appeared in the July 1 5 issue of 
PENNY-WISE . I believe that the responses are more than interesting; and 
even better yet, we have scratched the surface of some problems which need 
to be exposed. 

In scoring the responses, I felt that weakly^voiced replies should be 
deleted; "possibly", "maybe", "probably" and related terms strike me as 
being neutral. On the other hand, "definitely", "sure", "never", and "hell 
no! " indicate more or less a particular opinion, and any such replies were 
included in their respective groups. Naturally, this resulted in some incon- 
sistency of figures, so I have listed the number of "yes" votes followed by the 
number of "no" votes, and then given the percentage figure for the dominant 
answer as an aid to show how the majority swung in its replies. 

The results were as follows, along with some general comments; 

1 . 12 yes, 12 no. I was looking for some help in this area; but, as you 

can see, it was a toss-up. The best comment I got here was a report of lots 

68 and 69 in the Ruby sale. An R6 Colonial sold for $30. and another nearly 
R7 sold for $20, these being about the prices for common Connecticut coppers. 
This brings up a question, as follows; Are some Colonial coppers valued by 
type rather than by die variety? Could an EAC expert in this field write up a 
brief article on this for publication in PENNY-WISE? 

2. 3 yes, 21 no for 88 per cent "no". Good for you! 

3. 3 yes, 19 no for 86 per cent "no". This is progress - just by people 

refusing to buy "whizzed" coins, that practice nearly has stopped. Now, for 
the next question; How much are "whizzees" worth? 

4. 17 yes, 6 no for 74 per cent "yes" . A few tiny little holes don't 
seem to bother you if the price is right. 

5. 14 yes, 9 no for 61 per cent "yes". Most collectors don’t mind 
unusual colorations, which is well, as I have noticed that the early coppers 
with the classic brown colors are a little harder to get. 

6. 7 yes, 15 no for 68 per cent "no". Gosh, I did the right thing! The 
coin belonged to a Southern dealer who was at a Nashville (T enn . ) coin show 
not long ago . I must have waited around at least 30 minutes trying to decide 
whether or not to buy the coin. Now I’m a little happier that I didn’t. 

7. 22 yes, 2 no for 92 per cent "yes". With rising costs at hand, time 
is of the essence. Just don't pay too much while you’re at it! 
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8. 18 yes, 6 no for 75 per cent •'yes*'. A little grievous is a minor 
problem? 

9. 14 yes, 9 no for 63 per cent **y®s". If you caun put up with pitting, 
green, and grievous, you can put up with walnut. 

10. 3 yes, 21 no for 88 per cent *'no*‘. Not enough patience to put up 
with the price. How about a discount on multiples? There are many cleaned 
pennies around! 

11 . 15 yes, 9 no for 63 per cent "yes*’* Most would. Well, under 

normal conditions, you can only see one side at a time! 

12. 12 yes, 10 no for 55 per cent "yes'*. What a bunch of nice fellows 
not to take advantage of so great an error I or, 10 out of 22 collectors don't 
know that the 1816 N-1 is a goodie! Nevertheless, over half of us still would 
put the bit on a makabuk coin, so be careful! 

13. 17 yes, 5 no for 77 per cent "yes". Meant to be vague. Seventy- 
seven per cent would scarf up the whole bunch, and several times N— 9 and 
N-1 3 were mentioned. Got any duplicates? I think I've found some buyers. 

14. 10 yes, 11 no for 52 per cent "no". You guys won't buy purple? 
Purple!? All I can think of when I hear purple if "proof" . 

15. 8 yes, 13 no for 62 per cent "no". Now you know how good an 
uncirculated 1841 is, but I find it hard to call a blackened coin an uncirculated 
coin, which seems to be common practice. 

16. 16 yes, 6 no for 73 per cent "yes". You would? Why not? That 
seems to be about all the 1844 N-2 is worth. 

17. 10 yes, 1 1 no for 52 per cent "no". An unlisted Red Book variety 
and most don't want it. Many of our later Newcomb varieties are tough, but 
does it have to make Red Book to be worth anything? I thought the 1849's were 
a little scarcer anyway. What do you say? 

18. 10 yes, 12 no for 55 per cent "no". Inflated price! ! ! A very 
F>opular variety, but seldom worth any premium in lower grades. A nice 
sharp XF would look good in your set, wouldn't it? 

19. 14 yes, 9 no for 61 per cent "yes". I'm glad that you would. I 
think that this feature is one of the things which makes EAC so great - always 
working together. To the guys I said that I would look for, I haven't seen hide 
nor hair of a crack around here. (Damn it!) 

20. 5 yes, 18 no for 78 per cent "no". Excellent! When we overpay 
for dogs, even NC's, we are setting the whole bunch of us up for a hanging. 

I have already mentioned the Nashville show ~ it was a very large sItowj but 
for the most part, what few large cents were there were Very Good's marked 
and priced as VF's. Ouch! 
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How many other fectors can you read in the responses? 

Several members suggested that I was playing psychologist. Well, "yes 
and no", or probably "maybe", but didn’t you get to know your collector- 
counterpart a little bit better? Actually, he’s quite a guy - really a nice 
person - sort of like yourself! 

Many, many thanks go to those who sent in their responses ! These wet^ 
distributed as follows; 1 from NE section, 2 from E, 1 from MA, 3 from SE, 
8 from MW, 4 from WC, and 5 from SW. There were two postmarks which 
were unattributable, either by Sheldon or Newcomb. The Midwest EAC 
section really came in strong for me, so a double thanks there! 

Well, did you buy the coin? I hope that you got a good deal! ! ! 


A LETTER FROM DOWN THERE! 

"27 Hill Street 
Warriewood 21 02 N . S . W . 
Australia 


Dear Sirs; 

I have a large one cent piece in unc. condition. The date is 1837 and it’s 
the plain hair cord type. Reading through an American coin book, it states 
that some collectors specialize in large cents and may be just that one coin 
short in making up their set. Having only the one large cent which I acquired 
during the war when the Yanks were billeted in Scotland (1939-45), I would like 
to know if any of your members are interested in making an offer. 

Yours sincerely, 

Thomas M . Wark" 


The above letter was received by The American Numismatic Society and was 
forwarded to the Editor by Mr. Jeremiah D. Brady, who is the Associate 
Curator of Mediaeval Coins at ANS . Any EACer wishing to make an offer to 
Mr. Wark for his 1837 cent is invited to communicate directly with him. We 
truly hope that Mr. Wark finds a buyer amongst all the large cent collectors 
enrolled in EAC . 

! 
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DECEMBER 1974 SALE 


Pine Tree Auction Sales, a division of First Coinvestors, Inc., proudly announces 
a mail auction sale of United States Large Cents, featuring hundreds of varieties 
from 1793 to 1857. Some of the early date varieties include; 


Thirteen 1793 Cents, Featuring .... 

S-6, MS-60, Second Finest Collectible 
S-14, VF-30, Condition Census 

Fifty 1794 Cents, of which 33 different varieties are featured, 
including .... 

S-19a, Three Specimens. All Pedigreed 
S-21 , AU, Fourth Finest Known 
S-26, AU, Conditio. Census 

S-48, The Famous Starred Reverse, VF-8, Pedigreed 
S-69, MS-65, Pedigreed 

Ten 1795 Cents, Featuring .... 

S-77, MS-60, Tied 1or Finest Known 
S-79, Reeded Edge, Ex Hines, Downing 
S-80, Jefferson Head 

Fifteen 1796 Cents, Including .... 

S-87, AU, Third Finest Known 
S-92, AU, Tied for Finest Known 
S-102, EF, Second Finest Known 
S-119, MS 

Fourteen 1797 Cents, Featuring .... 

S-120b, Gripped Edge, MS-60, Second Finest Known 
S-131, EF, Third Finest Known 

OVER 500 EARLY AND LATE LARGE CENTS IN ALL 


If you would like to receive this extensively illustrated catalogue, along 
with prices realized list after the sale, please send $3.00 to Pine Tree Rare 
Coin Auction Sales, 200 I.U. Willets Road, Albertson, New York 11507. 


THE REIVERS AND GEORGE RAMONT 
TOUR FRANK D'. ANDREWS' MUSEUM 

George Ramont 

On a nice cool day in July, Jules and Dora Reiver and I drove to Vineland, 
New Jersey to visit the museunn which Frank D. Andrews had established. 
Andrews had been the author of the first work on the Late Date large cents 
(1816-1857), and his book was published in 1881 . In 1910, Andrews, who lived 
at Landis and Seventh Streets and who was one of Vineland's outstanding 
citizens , built the museum on land adjacent to his home and then served as the 
museum's curator for many years. 

The museum is now operated by the Vineland Historical and Antiquarian 
Society; and Bob Werry, Vice President of that organization and a mutual 
friend of ours, had invited us down to see some of the coins and other effects 
which Andrews had willed to the Society. On the day of our visit, we were 
met by Loren Flood, President; Bob Werry; Mildred Joelson, Secretary; and 
Bill Hughes, Trustee. Just inside the building, to the right of the entrance, is 
the Frank D. Andrews' Room which houses most of the books and other 
furnishings donated by Andrews. However, much of the numismatic material 
given by him has never been catalogued. 

In anticip>ation of our visit, the museum's large storage vault had been 
searched; and a handmade coin case, not yet inspected by the Society, was 
turned up. You can imagine our excitement at being the first to view its con- 
tents . Also brought for1:h from the vault was a package of coins and a collection 
of various papers and other material . 

The coin case, which measured 12 by 14 by 20 inches, had been built of 
pine using hand-wrought nails; and it was outfitted with twenty trays and two 
deeper drawers . In one drawer, we found a large die made of some unknown 
metal. The piece seemed to be a uniface striking in steel of an 1847 half dime. 
We considered at first tl-iat it might be a new pattern, but we finally decided that 
the steel had been turned on a lathe after which the half dime had been inserted 
into it. We found dozens of store cards. Civil War tokens, and various medals 
in the case . Many of these were beautiful . Some of the pieces were proof, 
many of which had been struck both in copper and in brass . It was our guess 

Andrews must have been friendly with one of the coiners of the day, perhaps 
Bolen, whose signature was on some of the pieces. Included in these pieces 
were some restrikes of Colonials as well as some Washington pieces . 

There were quite a few Canadian coins as well as coins from other countries. 
One interesting silver dollar-sized piecb was a Lincoln-Johnson campaign 
token. The only sign that large cents had been in the case at one time were 
some empty coin envelopes which had been imprinted with the seal of the State 
of New Jersey, the denomination and date, and "Frank D. Andrews". One 
envelope had held an 1 832 large cent which had been valued at three cents . 

We were quite disappointed to find no further evidence in the case of Andrews' 
cent collection. 
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Next we inspected the coin package which contained seventy^-one large 
cents, ranging from 1793 to 1857 although 1799 and 1804 were missing. The 
conditions of the coins varied from Fair to Extra Fine. The coins had not 
been attributed, although no rarities were immediately discernible. Com- 
pared to the collections of many EAC members, Andrews' collection did not 
contain any outstanding coins . We were told that Andrews had had another 
year set, but it had been stolen from its display case in the museum some 
years before. Collections of Indian Head cents and Lincoln cents, also donated 
by Andrews , had not been touched . 

Next, we checked out the stack of Andrews' papers. Most of these con- 
sisted of old price lists and catalogues. A flier from a coin dealer back in 
the 1880's offered a complete date set of large cents (except for 1799 and 
1 804) for $7.95 . We also found a set of proof sheets of Andrews' book on 
the Late Date large cents . Printed copies of his want list included all of the 
rare coins of the day, including 1 799 and 1 804 . 

Our most exciting find was the original manuscript for Andrews' book. 

This had been handwritten and filled two complete notebooks of fine paper which 
appeared to be in perfectly preserved condition. The books seemed to have 
been made by hand and were tied together by thread . Each page was embossed 
in the upper left corner with the head of Miss Liberty, similar to the 1 839-1 843 
head which I like to call the "petite head" . 

Later in the day, we toured the rest of the museum, which is a store- 
house of interesting Americana. In several rooms there are fine examples of 
the glass blower's art, reflecting the importance of this industry to that 
area of New Jersey. A lar'ge excellent collection of beautiful glass paper- 
weights is effectively illuminated and displayed. Also on exhibition are 
interesting antique bottles and much scientific ware such as laboratory fleisks 
and unusual glass tubing. 

On the second floor is one entire room filled with a collection of hand- 
some pictures resembling oil paintings. Upon closer inspection, we found 
that they are skillful arrangements made from thousands of Indian arrowheads 
which had been collected by their designer— artist. In another room were 
many Indian artifacts which had been discovered in the Vineland area and 
which have since been restored by Bob Werry. One piece of pottery which had 

been unearthed was in 432 pieces and it took six years to re-assemble . 

/ 

As we were about to leiave. Miss Joelson brought out what appeared to be 
a 7-foot-long pole, perhaps 2 by 4 inches wide at the ends and gracefully 
tapered. Asked to guess what it was, we were stumped. She unfolded it 
easily, almost like a fan, into a beautifully hand-wrought carpenter's ladder. 

For those who might wish to visit the museum, it is located at 108 South 
Seventh Street in Vineland, New Jersey. It is open on Saturdays, and every 
afternoon by appointment. 
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History of the 

First United States Mint 

Frank H. Stewart 


As the forthcoming bicentennial generates Interest in colonial and early 
aeries of U.S. coins, this republication of Stewart's History of the First 
United States Mint makes Inqportant information available about the establishment 
and minting of the U.S. decimal coinage. Ihe work was first published in 1924 
and original copies are rarely encountered. This 224-page, hard-bound and 
illustrated Qu«u:terman facsimile edition gives the collector access once again 
to the extensive reseeurch of Frank H. Stewart. Included is information edx^ut 
the engravers, assayers, and political figures involved with the early mint as 
well as extensive accounts and documentation of its operation. 

Although of primary Interest to the numismatist, this book is also invaluable 
to those who find the history 2 uid economic development of the United States a 
fascinating field of study. 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. $15.00 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01806 


AN NO UNCEMENT 

The Greater Daytonai Beach Coin Club will hold its Semi-Annual Conven- 
tion at the Americarx) Beach Lodge, 1260 North Atlantic Avenue, Daytona 
Beach, Florida 3201 8 on October 25-27 . 

This coin convention has been cleared with F.U.N. so as not to conflict 
with any other in Florida. 

The show will be open on Friday, October 25, frKim 12 noon to 9 P.M.; 
on Saturxiay, October 26, frx>m 10A.M. to 9 P.M.; and on Sunday, October 
27, from 10 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

Bourse chairman for the affeir is EACer Lawrence A. Nilson. 
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EAC MEETING AT ANA (INFORMAL) 


Darwin B. Palmer, Jr. - Appointed Scribe 

The EAC meeting scheduled for 9 A.M. on Wednesday, August 14, at the 
ANA 83rd Anniversary Convention in Bal Harbour, Florida got started at 
9:15 A.M. when the bookends, Doug and Del, arrived. Actually, we were 
waiting for John D. Wright to appear, but he never did. Denis Loring as the 
ranking national officer, finally gave the signal to *’go ahead". 

Each person Wcis cisked to introduce himself to the group, and a sign-in 
sheet was passed around so as to have a record of attendance. Several non- 
members and guests were present, and all of us were happy to see such a good 
attendance. Each person was asked to print or write his name clearly when 
he signed the attendance record. Even so, some of the names were illegible. 
Those who attended signed in as follows: 


Garvin Goodridge, EAC 265 CT 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. Kelly, EAC 347 OK 

Randall D. Schweitzer, EAC 182 IL 

Jim Goudge, EAC 126 CA 

Gary E . Lewis , guest 
Jeffrey White, guest 

B, M. Stuart, EAC 126 MO 

Roger J. Storm, guest NY 

Capt. V. E. Bryotby, guest 

Enoch Blackwell, EAC 209 NJ 

C. F. Gordon, Jr., EAC 39 FL 

Bill Smith, EAC 2 IL 

Jack H. Beymer, EAC 413 CA 

Del Bland, EAC 111 CA 

C . Douglas Smith, E/^C 97 NY 

Jackson C. Storm, EAC 246 NY 

Frederic Mantei, Jr., EAC 419 NY 

Vincent W. Alones, EAC 267 NY 

Edward Janis, guest NY 

Mike Friedman 

Mr. and Mrs. Jan Edeburn, EAC 202 SC 

Ray Chatham, EAC 405 NC 

Dean Oakes, EAC 36^^ A 

Col. Bill Murray, gu<5St 

Bruce Harris, EAC 451 NC 

Emil A. Rochet, EAC 120 MD 

Gordon J. Wrubel, EAC 19 MI 

Henry B . Dugan 

Jim McGuigan, EAC 355 MI 

Jon Lusk, EAC 351 MI 

Mr. and Mrs, Mike Griffith, EAC 331 GA 

Denis Loring , EAC 1 1 MA 

Darwin B. Palmer, Jr., EAC 68 TX 
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To recapitulate the above table , a total of 36 people attended . Twenty- 
four of these were EAC members. There were 16 different states repre- 
sented. New York was represented by at least 6 people, Michigan and 
California 3 each, and Illinois 2 each. All the other states were represented 
by one member . 

Denis Loring gave a report on the progress being made towards the revi- 
sion of PENNY WHIMSY. A final date for completion of the manuscript has been 
set in early 1 975 , and die newly revised text should be available for purchase in 
1976. 

For revision of the book on the Late Date cents, Del Bland reported that 
very good progress is being made . He still seeks information on coins of any 
variety at the level of Condition Census. He rep>orted that Jules Reiver is now 
working on the 1 852 series , so it would appear that the Late Dates revision is 
moving along fine. 

A big Annual EAC Meeting was reported as scheduled to be held in New 
York City somewhere around February 22, 1975. Jackson Storm and Vincent 
Alones promised even a bigger and better TWO DAY show than that which was 
held in 1974. This should be quite a meeting! ! ! Alternative dates for the show 
were discussed, but to no avail. 

A discussion was held regarding coin plates for the forthcoming revision 
of PENNY WHIMSY. An almost unanimous s/ote was cast in favor of the use 
of contact prints such as those used in Clapp's published work, in which the 
coins would enlarge under magnification with a lens rather than turn into 
thousands of dots . The members present felt that an additional charge of ten 
dollars for such plates would be within reason. 

A new sub-variety of half cent was found in Miami during the convention - 
a 1795 G-3 on a thick planchet, weighing 104.2 grains, and without any edge 
lettering. Has anyone seen another like this? 

EAC BOARD MEETING 
Darwin B. Palmer, Jr., Recorder 

An EAC Board Meeting was held at 4 P.M. on Thursday, August 15, during 
the ANA Convention in E!al Harbour. Those in attendance were: John D. Wright, 
Denis W. Loring, Tom Wolf, Del Bland, W. K. Raymond, Darwin B. Palmer, 
and C. F. Gordon. 

Among many topics discussed, few of which were ever totally resolved, was 
the marking of plate coins in the new revision of PENNY WHIMSY, so that 
readers could know the grade of each cent depicted therein. Also, a note of the 
grades for specimens held in ANS and other numismatic museums is necessary 
for each variety. 

The annual meeting to be held in February, 1975 was again discussed. 

John Wright was selected/s/olunteered to write up the ANA happenings for 
publication in the next issue of PENNY-WISE. 

You would never believe the actions, prices, fellowhip, deals, trade offers, 
show and tell, and just about any other cent talk unless you were there ! ! ! 
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MUSINGS FROM MIAMI 


Tom Wolf 

Our own EAC group has to be the most active bunch of numismatists 
around today. The turnout at ANA, especially of EAC officers was very 
impressive. There were more than forty members present, including two 
national officers and five of the seven regional chairmen . Large cent wheel- 
ing cind dealing was brisk, but about ninety per cent of it was between EAC 
members . Very few buys were made from the floor . No real cherries were 
reported to me, but John Wright did find what would have to be classified as 
a semi-cherry. He found an S— 68 which was unattributed but reasonably 
expensive . 

The big news to cent tMjffs has to be the Jefferson Head cent (S— 80) which 
Denis Loring acquired. Next in line would be a perfectly beautiful S-19 that 
Darwin Palmer went home with . Both of these coins c ame from other EAC 
members. I picked up seven varieties which I needed, six of them from 
members and only one from the floor. The most notable were an S-35 (Ruby 
sale, lot 363) from Bob Slialowitz and an S-38 from Darwin Palmer. I also 
got two pieces from Gordon Wrubel, including an S-32 without the reverse 
cracks. Altogether, I bought five 1794's that I needed. 

EAC may need a resident CPA to keep things straight if our deals become 
any more complicated. For instance. I've been promised an S-36, contingent 
on several other deals going through. I don't have any idea how it all came 
about, but one of the EAC members now owns the coin. I've made arrange- 
ments to buy it from another member, with my check going to a third member. 
As long as I get the S-36, I don't care about details, but sometimes it does 
get confusing . 

I've passed out counterstamped large cents as souvenirs to all the EAC 
members I met at ANA. I have a few left, so if you were there and didn't get 
one, drop me a line. My Eippeal for culls suitable for stamping, published 
in the last issue of PENNY-WISE, met with limited success. I did get cents 
from Robbie Brown (his culls are better than my collection). Chuck Furjanic, 
and Darwin Palmer. Fortunately, I was able to buy enough pieces locally 
to squeak through this time, but next time will be tougher. Speaking of the 
next time, the F.U.N . show will be here in Miami next January. EAC again 
will be active, so make your plans early to attend. 

Furjanic has a fantastic run of large cents for sale. He has more 
varieties than I've ever seen before, and his grades run from AG through BU. 
Wrubel also has many choice pieces, including such rarities as the S-17a and 
the Starred Reverse cent. Shalowitz still has some of Loring 's cents for sale. 
Most of the cheapies have been sold , but what he has left are all beautiful 
coins. Bill Smith was on hand, selling his collection. He has many super- 
rarities . Del Bland only carries a few cents with him , but quality makes up 
for the lack of quantity. 
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Ted Reid is really getting the bug now . Furjanic supplied him with his 
first 1 793 . My personal thanks go to Tom Morley, who has sold me several 
of the tougher 1793's and 1794's, and he’s put me on the track of a few others. 
My wife’s weakness are common Love Tokens, which are now priced up to 
$20. and rarer ones up to $100. That’s what I had to pay for one on a $3. 
gold piece. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing had a fantastic exhibit on 
display at this current ANA show. 

A local coin dealer told me that an 1 800 silver dollar changed hands on the 
floor five times in one day. It first sold for $8,000. It sold last for $24,000. 
Silver dollars, any one? One Florida collector of large cents is ready now to 
challenge ANYONE to a game of Cent Whist in 1794's. 

This particular AN>^ convention was a show fbr the super-rich . Cheap 
large cents, especially the Early Dates, were non-existent. Prices ranged 
from the ridiculous (a 1797 G6-condition was priced at $150.) to the sublime 
(a Jefferson Head cent with lettered edge had a price tag of $30,000). For 
members of limited me<ans, a trip to EAC’s annual meeting held in New York 
City each February would be much more fruitful and informative than a trip to 
ANA. You’ll always meet a great bunch of guys there who are always ready to 
share their knowledge with you, and their knowledge of large cents is truly 
unbelievable . 

BRUCE HARRIS OFFERS SPECIAL THANKS TO RAY CHATHAM 

"I would like to thank Mr. Ray Chatham for his hospitality and for the help 
which he extended to mei on July 3 . 

As a new collector in the field of large cents , I had many unanswered 
questions about the coins . After seeing one of Mr . Chatham ’s full page ads in 
PENNY-WISE, I decided to write him and to ask him if it would be possible 
fbr us to get together to discuss the big coppers. Mr. Chatham was staying 
with a friend , and he irr/ited me over to join them . He had his coins sitting on 
a table when I arrived . 

For over six hours that afternoon, I looked at every cent, carefully com- 
paring each one with its description given in Dr. Sheldon’s PENNY WHIMSY. 
Mr. Chatham answered all of my questions, some of which I’m sure were pretty 
stupid, with enthusiasm. I can’t thank him enough fbr the experience and 
knowledge which I gained in that one afternoon . 

EAC made that July 3 get-together possible; and, with men like Ray 
Chatham involved, it is easy to see why EAC has grown and has prospered so 
well over the years . 

Thanks again, Mr. Chatham. 

Signed, Bruce Harris" 


ANA ’74 ~ THE CENTS & NONSENSE OF IT 


John D. Wright 

Miami is beautiful any time of year, but there are better times than 
August to be that far south . In few other locales does one welcome the daily 
rainshowers which can and do drop the temperature (temporarily) by as 
much as 20 degrees in ten minutes. 

The Americana is a luxury hotel on the beach, and the ANA show weis 
touted as offering "seventy million dollars worth of rare coins". To be sure, 
nice coins were readily available for all of the Rockefellers , Vanderbilts , 
Astors , and Gettys . For the rest of us , the looking was great but the pickings 
were slim . 

The Wrights first hit the show on Tuesday, August 13, expecting all 
bargains (if any) to be gone; and we were not disappointed on this count. 

Denis Coring was at the table of a cent dealer from Pittsburgh, swapping 
tales with Gordie Wrubel and Tom Wolf, so we spent our first hour or so 
catching up on penny^ossip while various other old friends filtered by. 

Denis picked up a beautiful plain-edge Jefferson Head from Jack Beymer 
for "only" ten grand (S— 80, VF25) - tossing the following comment over his 
shoulder as he walked away with the piece: "Shalowitz will pay you" . Sure 
enough, within 24 hours. Bob laid a huge pile of second-party, third-party, 
and fourth— party checks in Jack’s lap, thereby clearing the debt. 

Denis seemed burned up that he had been asked five times the going rate 
for an unattributed 1 797 cent and had to cough up three times the common- 
coin price to become the owner of the coin - still, a Fine S-124 doesn’t come 
up every day. That one was the cheapest of three Fine S-124’s sold within 
48 hours at the show. 

My only "find" that day was an AU 1 820 N-6 cent to upgrade the Fine one 
in my set. Unfortunately, the dealer wouldn’t budge below three times what 
the coin was worth, so he kept it. Another "super deal" which never got 
picked up was an unattributed VG 1797 cent (a $20. coin) marked $150. 

Bill Smith was making the rounds, converting his goodies to cash. I was 
happy to exchange some cash for a few coppers and was sorry that Bill had 
been so generous when he bought so many of his coins . I wanted about twenty 
pieces from his offering, could afford none, and bought two. Two Fine S-124’s 
found new homes, a VF S-133, a VG S-144, a near-Fine S-210, and sundry 
others of like desirability. Even so, he carried home his VG Starred Reverse, 
his Jefferson Head, two S-178’s, a decent S— 217 (ex DWL), two nice VF 
S— 248’s, and miscellaneous other VF and XF cents. With floor prices at an 
allMrime high, I think that Bill had the best buys in the house. 

Wednesday morning, August 14, the official EAC meeting got underway at 
9 A.M. I knew about the meeting and had every intention of being there - but 
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slept clean through it. When I awgke and realized that the time was well 
past, I gave a philosophical shrug, ate ‘'breakfast", donned my trunks, and 
enjoyed a leisurely swim . On the way into the Americana at 2 P.M . , I 
bumped into the tailings from the EA^C meeting. This was not only 
embarrassing - it was also heartbreaking to learn that the informal gathering 
had still been in full swing during the hours I spent swimming. 

After an hour or two of small talk, we retired from the lobby to the 
bourse floor to continue the hunt. Harmer Rooke had turned up a lovely Fine 
lettered-edge Jefferson Head cent and had it on display with a $30,000. price 
tag. Denis wanted that cent and may end up owning it yet, but they couldn't 
even come close on price so HR carried it back to New York. Other dealers 
had such treasures as an AG double-struck 1795 cent for $390. , an XF-AU 
1809 cent for $1 ,400. , a nice Chalmers Long Worm shilling for $12,000., a 
VF Fugio pewter dollar for $1 1 ,000. , two Higby coppers with rich tickets, 
and tons of other desirable pieces - nearly all at rates which made passing 
easy. 

Other cents available among 200+ dealers included five 1 794 Starred 
Reverse cents, several 1799's (the best of which - VF35 - was at Lester 
Merkin's table), about five pounds of Chain cents at around $32,000. per 
pound (which is even worse than sirloin), and more other cents - both good 
and mediocre - than you could shake a stick at. 

1 picked up a VC S-68 and sold it in a weaker moment to C . F. Gordon, 
who then succumbed to Tom Morley's pleas for it. Darwin Palmer talked 
CF out of his VF+ 1794 S-19b (Head of 1793) and CF siphoned nearly all of 
the bucks derived therefrom to Bill Smith for such goodies as S-124, S— 144, 
S-210, et al. For an advanced collector like CF, it's rare to add over a 
dozen varieties in a single day. In fact, he added more varieties that day 
than in all the preceding fifteen months . 

Bob Shalowitz had sizable remnants of Denis' collection with him and was 
apparently doing a land-office business . Jerry Bobbe had a small box of his 
usual very select cents, plus a few duplicates from another collector. Jack 
Beymer had several boxes of cents with him, mostly rich coins at rich prices. 
Ray Chatham had several of Robbie Brown's dupes with him, but I have no idea 
on how well they moved. This was all going on in upper rooms, in hallways, 
and in the lobby, simultaneously with the bourse-doings elsewhere. Contrary 
to experience from previous ANA's, the better deals this time seemed to be 
off the "big floor" . 

Abe Kosoff made his point loud and clear with a single showcase containing 
only two coins - a high-relief St. Gauden's double eagle and the most gorgeous 
specimen I've ever seen of Kimon's victory decadrachm, struck at Syracuse, 
Sicily in 413 B.C. to commemorate the complete annihilation of the invading 
Athenian forces. This coin, listed as "the finest known example" (which I 
don't doubt), was in my opinion far more significant than the pattern $20. 
"million— dollar coin" which Paramount had spinning on its motorized displays 
pedestal . 
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The collector-exhibits would have been outstanding for a state strow or 
feir for a regional show, but were not up to the standards we have learned 
to expect from an ANA show. Paper and gold were copiously represented, 
early U . S . was quite weak, large cents entirely absent, and other topics 
had scattered representation . Jackson Storm displayed medieval gold. Rad 
Stearns showed Georgia Colonial paper, Betty Wolf (Mrs. Tom) displayed 
love tokens, and there may have been another unknown EACer or two repre- 
sented . Vince Alones showed medals . 

Mrs. Brooks (Director, Philadelphia Mint) unveiled the Bicentennial 
coins in the exhibit room on T uesday; the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
distributed printings from the $10. Educational series of 1896; and the Mint 
provided the manual coining press demonstration which has become a familiar 
part of ANA exhibits . 

The catalogue of this year’s auction was fairly well done and tine catalogu- 
ing was well above what we had expected . Apparently, the fear of ANA has 
begun to creep into Paramount’s cataloguing staff, as the large cents in this 
year’s auction were fairly accurately graded - some were a bit worse, some 
were a bit better than marked. However, from the 1974 Summer Mail Bid 
Sale catalogue in my hand, it appears that this does not yet apply to non-ANA 
offerings . 

The cents in the ANA auction were really nice and generally accurately 
described. As such, they brought moderate to stiff prices. Competition 
flared on a few of the really choice pieces, driving their prices to three or 
four times the expected levels. Still, $1 ,300. for a $250. -$300. cent isn’t 
quite in the same league as; the "WHAAT’ ’?’’ penny in the Masters sale a few 
years ago which was a $300. coin (we all thought) knocked down for $3,400. 

Walter Breen got in Wednesday evening to survey the chaos and to renew 
friendships. His first order of business was to tilt at the windmill called 
"Americana" , which had misplaced his and several other confirmed reserva- 
tions. Walter presented me with six pages of update notes and questions on the 
1816-1839 Condition Census I had given him in March. Checking his additions 
and corrections and researching his questions will keep me out of mischief for 
a little while at least. 

Walter seemed quite impressed with a silver-center cent coming up in a 
Pine Tree auction, and he spent a good while that evening chatting with the 
coin’s owners. Not until I got home could I fully appreciate his enthusiasm - 
there it was, covering page 50 of the August 21st COIN WORLD. WHAT A 
COIN’ ’ ’ ’ Until I saw that, I considered Harmer Rooke’s Jefferson Head as the 
most significant copper coin of recent months, but not so now. 

Jackson Storm was in a quandary at the show over resource-allocation. 

He ran into two rarities in his other love (medieval coinage) and had funds for 
only one or the other. My problem was easier — I found so little at prices I 
liked that I carried more than half my allocated money home with me. 

The inflationary fever-pitch was quite apparent throughout the itiree days 
we were at the show - sort: of reminiscent of the stock market in 1 928 (or 
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1929???). Many of the dealers there felt that the fever has peaked - that it 
is ”1300 mcuh, too fast" - and that another 1964 (or perhaps even another 1929) 
is imminent. Then, there are the others, equally numerous and equally 
vocal, singing in four-part harmony "you ain't seen nothing yet". Only time 
will tell which group is dead wrong. 

************* 

POST-ANA REPORT FOR '94 HEAD-HUNTERS 

Tom Morley 

Well, it finally happened! - an ANA convention which really had some- 
thing for the variety collector! 

I was offered every 1794 large cent except for the S-27, S-33, S-37, 

S-39, S-45, S-53, and the S-66. The offers made to me included six S-20's, 
three Starred Reverses, two S— 50's, three S— 52's, and no less than nine 
Heads of '93 other than the S-20's . It seems like the market is flooded in 
recent years like never before with all except the rarities, what with the 
Naftzger, Bitler, Ruby, and Central States auctions of late, besides the dis- 
posal of two huge private collections . 

With so many 1794's on the market, the prices ought to start coming down 
soon, it would seem. Maybe that's wishful thinking! 

It was good to meet again with all the regulars who usually attend the big 
shows; Tom Wolf, C. F. Gordon, Del Bland, GordyWrubel, Denis Loring, 

C. D. Smith, Ray Chatham, Darwin Palmer, William R.T. Smith, Bob 
Shalowitz, Jon Hanson, and many, many others. We had some very fruitful 
trading, buying, and selling sessions. 

I also had a nice discussion with John Wright who filled me in on the back- 
ground of my S-37 which he recently had owned. 

All in all, it was another ANA meeting that couldn’t be missed! I'm 
looking forward to more of the same in Los Angeles in 1975! ! 

^:*H:********** 

TOM MORLEY Box 3182 Cocoa, Florida 32922 

WANTED TO BUY: 

Coin boxes which accommodate large cents, a la Downing, French, 
Ruby, or Mehl mailers. Will pay top $ $ $ $. Please write. 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES 

In January '69 RARCOA sold the "Buy-Backs" from Mayflower's December 
'67 Phurlow sale under the name "Saslow" . Harlan— Berk paid $400. for lot 65, 
a Very Good 1794 Starresd- Reverse cent. In 1972 Harlan sold the coin to Bill 
Smith for $2,000. If you missed Bill's cent last month for $2,750, you can 
buy it this month from Blackburn & Blackburn for $9,500~as "VF-XF, possibly 
finest known" . 


- 222 - 


********************************************************************** 

* BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

* HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

* 

* We have a great need for better grade Early and Late Date large cents 

* and half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please bear 

* in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You may 

* ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details con- 

* earning the latter method. 

* FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

* 200 I . U . Willets Road 

* Albertson, New York 11507 
**♦*♦♦*♦***♦♦♦****♦♦*** *********************************************** 


CUMULATIVE INDEX NOW READY 

The computerized cumulative index for PENNY-WISE, encompassing 
all material published in the first seven volumes, is now ready and will go to 
press soon. This index has been prepared by Jeff Oliphant and Alan Meghrig 
and has been under the supervision of Chuck Funk. 


Only sufficient copies to supply the immediate demand will be published . 
No free copies will be as/ailable. 


The index will be printed in the same size as PENNY-WISE, will com- 
prise 71 pages in all (i.e. 36 sheets, printed both sides, including the 
frontispage.) It will be mailed by first class mail to all members requesting 
a copy and who enclose a check or money order for that amount. Cost of the 
index will be $2.50. 


Because of the increa^sed price over what Piad been previously announced, 
only those now requesting a copy at the new price will receive one . All 
orders must be sent to John D. Wright, 1468 Timberlane Drive, St. Joseph, 
Michigan 49085, who will handle distribution of the index. 


For your convenience there is an ORDER FORM included on the last 
page. It is planned to "go to press" October 1st, so you must order 
PROMPTLY. DO IT NOW!!! 

Hf^itt********** 


KEEP FROWNING - It will make people believe you are ’thinking’. 

Un Topo Finko. 
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THE MOVING FINGERS WRITE - Letters to The Editors: 

From DOUG WINTER: "I would like to meet some members of EAC who live 

in the New York City area. My main interest in early coins is Colonials, 
although I am still an avid half and large cent collector . 

I would like also to meet any juniors belonging to EAC, as I, myself, am 
1 5 years old . " 

From GEORGE RAMONT: "Jules Reiver and I plan to visit, on July 25, the 

home and museum of Frank D. Andrews, author of the book on the Late Date 
U.S. large cents (1816-1857), to look over some of his memorabilia." 

From ROBERT C. GILL: "Sometime ago, a friend of mine from Columbus, 

Ohio gave me a copy of your letter regarding membership in EAC which 
indicated you were a sometime Buckeye (at least, you went to Ohio State 
University). I am the reverse, being a New Yorker by birth (having been 
born in New Rochelle in Westchester), but have been transplanted to Ohio. 

My friend had a passing interest in coppers, but he lost his interest and 
transferred your letter to me when he found that my species of the EAC malady 
was incurable. 

I started with Colonials , because they provided so much history for such 
low prices; and I have evolved from them through half cents to large cents . 

I guess that my emphasis is more on half cents because of Roger Cohen’s 
marvelous book, but I still include the other areas . 

I have ’gone it alone’ in collecting coppers, mostly just following Aaron 
Feldman’s advice (’Buy the book, then the coin’) and using Sheldon, Newcomb, 
Gilbert, and Cohen - there just don’t seem to be such good references for 
Colonials - there also seem to be only a few copper collectors in my area, 
although I know several. 

’Going it alone’ with good references has been pretty good until recently 
when I came across the 1 847 large cent of which I have enclosed two pictures . 

Cf the forty Newcomb varieties for that year, I can’t find any which describe 
the many die cracks or scratches that show up on this specimen. Accordingly, 
my EAC membership check for $10. is attached, along with a fervent request 
for help in determining what particular variety or die state may be represented 
by my coin. 

I have also included a picture of the 1855 ’Knob on Ear’ variety, which I 
thought was a fine example of combining my coin collecting hobby with my 
interest in macrophotography . " 

From RCY C. PCLLITT: "As a new member of EAC, I was especially thrilled 

to receive a telephone call from Jules Reiver, welcoming me into the club. 

After such an interesting discussion with Mr. Reiver, I have decided to attend 
the annual meeting of EAC to be held in New York City in February, 1975 in 
order to meet other EACers . " 

From TCM WCLF: "From a cent collector’s standpoint, ANA show was blah 

at best, but EAC actis/ities were great! I picked up seven varieties altogether, 
all of which I needed, and none of these came from the floor. All came from 
EAC members . I think that almost all other reports from other members will 
be about the same . " 
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From T. D. HOWE: "I see by the last P-W that there is at least one other 

Colonialist member — #198 Richard Winterhalder . Although it is likely that 
'never the twain shall meet’, I would like to correspond with Mr. Winterhalder 
and any other EAC collector of Colonials . 

I tried to join the boys; at the Texas Numismatic Association convention 
on 4/28/74, but misfired somewhere along the line and had my 80 mile ride 
for naught. They must have had a hide-out other than in the convention hotel. 

It is embarrassing that two others from out-of— state were able to find the 
place when I could not. 

Reading Raymond Kelly’s letter in P-W re: dealers marking prices on 
their coins, it has always seemed to me that the marked price is much inflated 
so as to catch the unwary. Is this my imagination, or do EACers decide that 
the coin is or is not worth what it is marked, then either buy or pass up with- 
out comment?" 



From LAWRENCE A. NILSCN: "I drove down to the ANA for only one day. 

I unfortunately missed the EAC meeting, but did see a few of the members 
looking for coins on the bourse floor. 

The Greater Daytona Beach Coin Club is having a coin show in Cctober 
on the 25ihi, 26th, and 27tfi. It is being held at the Americano Beach Lodge, 
1260 N . Atlantic Avenue. We hope to have many exhibits and a 40-table 
bourse . T om Morley commented that he found some choice large cents at our 
last show, and we hope that he can repeat his luck at this coming show. 

Daytona is very nice in Cctober and a desirable place for a vacation. 

I have noticed at most coin shows that large cents along with most any 
U.S. type coins are over-graded and over-priced. In effect, this is compound- 
ing the damage, and it makes many collectors reluctant to even ask to see a 
coin, let alone ask how much. If we ever come out of this period of 
inflation/recession, it would be very pleasing to find dealers experiencing the 
need to find customers, rather than looking at modest collectors with disdain, 
as occurs all too often at present." 


From RCBERT C. GILL: "I’ve been running into EACers in strange ways: 

first of all, I ran into Larry Briggs, EAC 431 , at a couple of Columbus shows - 
he had a table and taunted me with an S-219, but I couldn’t pry it loose. 
Secondly, a person unknovm to me but who had learned that I collected a few 
coppers left his card for me at the coin department in Lazarus, a local 
department store. I dropped him a card, and shortly afterwards. Rod Burress, 
your prolific Ohio secretary, went to considerable expense to send me a Xerox 
copy of the July P-W and a nice letter on how to join EAC . 

About this time, I was feeling a little like one of the family when at a 
show in Washington Court House (Ohio), I ran into Phil Horner, EAC 438. He 
recommended a part-time dealer from whom I bought some interesting coins 
like an S-151 (R4), an 1824/22 N-1 , an 1825 N-4 (R3), an 1839 VF Silly 
Head N-4, and an 1855 N-1 1 (R2). From another dealer at the same show, I 
acquired a long-sought S-1 20b and an even-longer-sought 1 808/7 half cent 
(CMM #2) . It was a very exciting show for a beginning EACer who is now broke 
for a while. " 
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NEW MEMBERS 


34 Rustic Road, Yaphank, New York 11980 
335 Center Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840 
Box 1707, Parker Arizona 85344 
73 Savern Place, Gahanna, Ohio 43020 
10809 Garfield Avenue, Culver City, Calif. 90230 
11 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10023 
Swain Route, Ozone, Arkansas 72854 
P.O. Box 666, Santa Rosa, California 95402 
13 East 53rd Street (4C), New York, N .Y. 1003 
Albany Road, Box 142, Athens, Ohio 45701 

Sjt************ 

max draisner 

137 Eighth Avenue 
New York, NY 10011 
T elephone: (21 2) 675—1 31 1 
Choice U . S . and foreign Patterns and coins 

THE NATIVES ARE RESTLESS - Changes of Address 

James P. Burke 2598-B New Haven Drive, Atlanta, Georgia 30345 

R. Tye Buxton 505 Neilwood Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37205 

Richard C. Shay 514 Stevenson, Worthington, Ohio 43085 

Michael A. Tramte 2141 North 53rd Street, Milwaukee, Wise. 53208 

***♦♦♦***♦♦♦♦ 

SPECIAL OFFER TO EAC MEMBERS 

Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club mem- 
bers. Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "Rare Coin Review" 

(issued several times a year), our "Special Coin Letter" (issued about ten 
times a year), and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the American 
Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special offer to 
you; We will send you without charge or obligation of any kind our latest large 
illustrated catalogue. Each issue contains many different United States colonial 
coins, half cents, large cents, and other interesting pieces. To receive your 
copy simply write "Send me a free copy of your latest catalogue per your special 
EAC offer" on a note or postcard and send it to us. Your catalogue will be sent 

by return mail! 

We are always interested in the acquisition, either for purchase or for sale 
at auction, of choice and desirable early United States coins. When you think 
of selling your collection consider us . 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 

♦ ♦♦*♦*******♦ 


William G. Anderson 
Mark Borckardt 
Mike Friedman 
Robert C . Gill 
Ms. Elinor E. Guy 
Edward Janis 
Col . Bill Murray 
David C . Staff III 
Charles H. Suss 
Jeffrey White 


WANTED: 
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PENNY POTPOURRI 


PENNY-WISE No. 43 was mailed out as scheduled, for July 15 delivery. A 
total of 410 copies were printed, and 361 were mailed out to members. An 
additional twenty copies have been sent out since publication. Total cost of 

P-W No. 43 was $613.40. EACer Q. David Bowers was the recipient 

of the coveted A. Kosoff award at the ANA Convention in Miami. The award 
is given for one’s outstanding contribution to numismatics. Last year's winner 

was John J. Ford, Jr. , also an EACer of renown Vincent Alones took 

second place in Class 5: Ei^dges, Orders, Decorations and Medals at the ANA 
show; Radford Stearns also came in second for his display in Class 6: 

Obsolete U.S. Paper Money. Jackson Storm came in third for his display of 

Coins Prior to 1500 A.D Bruce Harris sent in a lengthy listing of 

choice lots from a 1935 mail bid auction, which included numismatic books, 
half cents, and large cents;. Suggested values ranged from 40 cents for an 
1854 in VG to $12. for a 1793 Chain cent in Fair condition. Unfortunately, no 
prices realized were available, so the listing has only passing interest. 
Attributions were in Andrews, Doughty, and Crosby numbers which didn't help 
much in allowing one to compare directly with present day Sheldon and Newcomb 
numbers . We're sorry that space doesn't permit a complete reprint of the lots 

selected by him Anti^ony Terranova was one of the EACers who purchased 

the Sidney P. Noe book on "The Silver Coinage of Massachusetts" recently 
reprinted by Quarterman F^ublications and advertised in P— W’s May issue. 

Tony says the book is an outstanding value and was delighted with his purchase. 

Elsewhere in this issue are new advertisements by Quarterman 

Publications (owned b^' Alfred Hoch, also an EACer) for Maris' book reprint 
on "The Coins of New Jersey" and Stewart's book reprint on "The First 
U.S. Mint". Tony has seen the Maris reprint and says that it also represents 
a great contribution to numismatics, that it is a fentastic value. As for your 
Editor, I'm delighted to be; able to get my own copy of Stewart's "The First 
U.S. Mint", even as a reprint; and I have my order already in for a copy. 

I recommend this book highly to all EACers who are interested in the historical 

aspect of U.S. numismatics Al Hoch was recently speaking with me 

on the telephone and he will soon be issuing another outstanding textbook on 
half cents and large cents , which I am sure will be an instant hit with all 
collectors of early American coppers. I don't feel at liberty to disclose the 
subject, but the book should be available about the first of the new year. 

Watch for it! Bill Parks has just returned from a lengthy stay at his 

sister's home in New Jersey and from a similar visit at his daughter's home 
in California. He should be all fired up to get this issue out early this time 

even though the Editor will probably be might late in getting the copy 

to him Ken Hallenbeck gave a very interesting address before the 

Love Token Society during his visit to Miami. Many of the EAC members also 

belong to the LTS Stanley Apfelbaum and various segments of his 

organization are coming up with some big sales and some big coins 

don't forget their sale at toe GENA convention September 19-22 or to.eir 
Colonial/Large Cent sale on November 6. Some of the great collectibles in 
toe nation will be put up for sale at those two affairs, and many of the nation's 
greatest collectors will be there trying to gather up some cherrypicking 

specials! ANS ads/ises that with the arrival of Richard Doty, toeir new 

U.S. curator, in May, their large cent collection was made fully accessible. 
See you! ! ! 
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CATALOGUE SALES OF THE CIRCULATING HALF CENTS, Parts 

Milton B. PfefFer 
1 804 G-1 , CMM #1 1 

Uncirculated grades ; (1) B. Bluestone 359 (2/1946), cleaned and burnished 
to resemble a proof. The Lester Merkin September, 1968 catalogue mentions 
two unidentified Mint State examples . 

AU grades; (2) J, Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (3) "Terrell" collection 
95 (American Auction Association, 1973). 

EF grades; (4) U.S. Coin Company 484 (2/6/1918); (5) Dr. D. W. 
Valentine 486 (T. L. Elder, 1927); (6) C. M. Williams 701 (Numismatic 
Galleries, 1950); (7) J„ Brobston, another example, retooled and buffed 
(Stack’s, 1963); (8) L. Merkin 47, "almost" EF (9/1968); (9) L. Merkin 603 
(3/1 969); (1 0) Stack's 1 1 09 (6/1 2/1 970); W . R . T . Smith (1 973) offered as 
"nearly Condition Census"; (1 2) Winter Collection 1 047 (Stack's, Jan. -Feb. 
1974), the Roger S. Cohen, Jr. plate coin. 

VF grades; (13) L. C. Gehring 997 (T. L. Elder, 1921); (14) F. R. 
Alvord 96 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (15) "World's Greatest Collection" 347 
(Numismatic Galleries, 1945); (1 6) D . O. Hughes 63 (Stack's, 1948), L. G. 
Lahrman 64 (A. Kosoff, 1963), ex D. Proskey; (17) F. Baldenhofer 86 
(Stack's, 1955); (18) Federal Brand 33 (7/1966) double profile, lettering, and 
leaves; (19) A. Shuford 141 (A. Kosoff, 1968) VF25; (20) R . L. Miles, Jr. 15 
(Stack's, 1969); (21) "Million Dollar Sale" 783 (Harmer, Rooke, 1969); 

(22) Florida United Numismatists 1973 Convention sale 1057 (Rarcoa). 

F grades ; (23) H. Ryder 290 (NN 44th sale, 1954), ex L. H. Low's 
173rd sale, September 12, 1913, but I cannot trace the lot number; (24) R. 

T. Herdegen 165 (Schulman, 1973). 

George R. Ross described a "weak crack in field behind head" in certain 
specimens of this variety (THE NUMISMATIST, March, 1916, at page 113). 
This break is also reported in Lester Merkin's catalogue for the March, 1969 
sale, under lot number 603, where a faint trace of an obverse crack is noted. 
Since this variety is found with obverse both perfect and broken, it would seem 
that in G-2, CMM #13 (where the same obverse is used), the same break 
should always appear, if the striking of that variety followed G-1 , or never 
appear, if the striking preceded G-1 , unless there were interrupted die 
marriages . 

A reverse die buckling causing central weakness is often mentioned. 

Lester Merkin's Se;ptember, 1968 catalogue says that there are two Mint 
State examples, followed by the Brobston AU and the "almost" EF then being 
offered. It adds that there are "only three others which will reach levels above 
VF20". The early reverse die state is there stated to be the start of buckling at 
LF. 
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The reverse die is easily recognized by the numerator which leans to 
the right. This is a diagnostic feature, so we might call the reverse "the 
leaning numerator" . 


1804 G-2, CMM #13 

Uncirculated grades ; (1) R. B. Winsor 1020 (Chapman Bros., 1895); 

(2) H. P. Smith duplicate 587 (Chapman Bros., 6/1906), NN 59th sale 1129 
(1967) MS65; (3) P. Mougey 296 (T. L. Elder, 1910); (4) G. H. Earle 3623 
(H. Chapman, 1912); (5) M. N. Jackson 1402 (U.S. Coin Co., 5/1913) 

"bright red"; (6) U.S. Coin Co. 110 (11/25/1913); (7) Dr. G. P. French 20 
(U.S. Coin Co., 1915); (8) G. M. Andrus 118 (U.S. Coin Co., 1915); 

(9) Dr. G. P. French 362 (U.S. Coin Co., 1917); (10) H. C. Miller 1037 
(T. L. Elder, 1917); (11) A. W. Jackman 869 (H . Chapman, 1918); (12) J.S. 
Jenks 6252 (H. Chapman, 1921); (13) F. R. Kimball 976 (T . L. Elder, 1921); 
(14) J. H. Manning 14 (B. M. Mehl, 1921); (15)T. L. Elder 2316 (5/19/1923); 
(16) F. R. Alvord 97 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (17) T. R. Elder 2720 (6/1932); 
(18) S. H. McVitty 12 (B. M. Mehl, 1938); (19) M. H. Bolender 251 (11/1938); 
(20) W. B. Hale 268 (B. M. Mehl, 1939); (21) 'M/orld’s Greatest Collection" 

348 (Numismatic Galleries, 1945); (22) B. Bluestone 360 (2/1946); (23) Dr. 

C. A. Allenburger 553 (B. M. Mehl, 1948); (24) 1952 ANA Convention sale 
490 (E. Gans et al); (25) Anderson-Dupont 1083 (Stack's, 1954); (26) S. W. 
Freeman 1049 (Kresiberg and Schulman, 1958); (27) M. A. Holmes 1293 
(Stack's, 1960); (28) Metr'opolitan N.Y. Convention sale 175 (Stack's, 1962); 
(29) "Million Dollar Auction" 5 (Federal Brand, 1963); (30) G. Pierce 10 
(Stack's, 1965); (31) L. Merkin 105 (3/1967); (32) L. Merkin 109 (3/1968); 

(33) L. Merkin 81 (6/1968); (34) W. Van Roden 115 (Stack's, 1968); (35) R. 

L. Miles, Jr. 16 (Stack's, 1969); (36) "Terrell" collection 96 (American 
Auction Association, 1973); (37) 1973 FUN Convention 1058 (Rarcoa) MS 60; 

(38) G. V. Nelson 4 (Stack's, 1971); (39) 1973 GENA Convention 98 (Pine 
Tree) cleaned; (40) Winter collection 1048 (Stack's, Jan. -Feb., 1974). 

AU grades; (41) C. M. Williams 703 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) AU 50, 
L. G. Lahrman 65 (A. Kosoff, 1963) now graded AU55; (42) H. Ryder 289 
(IMN 44th sale, 1954) ex Chapman, without further certification; (43) NN 52nd 
sale 95 (1958); (44) L. Merkin 48 (9/1968); (45) A-Mark catalogue (Dec., 1972); 
(46) 1973 ANA Convention sale 66 (Jess Peters). 

EF grades ; (47) Maj W . B . Wetmore 697 (Chapman Bros . , 1 906); (48) 

J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963). 

VF grades; (49) NN 56th sale 427 (1962) VF30; (50) Dr. C. L. Ruby 
237 (Superior, 1974, Parti) ex C. French (May 2, 1952); (51) J. Brobston 
(Stack's, 1963), a second example, double struck, 

F grades; (52) Dr. C. L. Ruby 236 (Superior, 1974, Part I) ex C. Kappen 
(Feb. 28, 1946). 

Uncirculated examples are quite common, but not with considerable red- 
ness. Uneven strikes have been noted, as the Lester Merkin 48 (9/1968) and 
the Ruby 236. Sometimes the obverse serrations are not visible, as in the 


H. P. Smith duplicate, even though it was graded MS65 when sold in the 
NN 59th sale (1967). The example sold in the NN 56th sale (1962) was said 
to exhibit incusation marks below the chin. 

In discussing the 1804 G-1 , CMM #11 variety, I mentioned the fact that 
observations had been made of a faint, vertical crack behind the head on 
several examples of that variety. Since 1804 G-2, CMM #13 used the same 
obverse die, it would seem, logically, that G-2 should either never show the 
break, or always show it, depending on whether the striking of G-2 preceded 
or followed G-1 (unless there were interrupted die marriages). 

The Ryder, Ruby 237, Merkin (3/1967) and Merkin (3/1968) coins were 
all said to show that break. But the Ruby 236 and 1973 GENA sale coins were 
specifically said not to show the break, thereby providing an argument for 
interrupted uses. Howesver, Ruby 236, an F coin, was unevenly struck; and 
the 1973 GENA, while uncirculated and generally sharp, was also unevenly 
struck. The mal-alignment of the dies, causing unevenness in striking, might 
easily conceal the weak break. It will be necessary, then, to re-examine the 
higher-grade, sharply struck G-2*s to see whether or not they have the break. 

Reverse rim breaks at the border near RICA are seen in the Ruby 237, 
and the catalogue concludes that it was evidently struck after the earlier 1 805 
stemless coins . 

The small defect from the fourth outside leaf on the left to the center of 
E in UNITED (which David Proskey calls a scratch and Gilbert a break) does 
not attract any attention from the cataloguers . Nor is there any mention of 
the small defect from tfie third inside leaf on the left towards the top of the H 
in HALF. 

1804 G-3, CMM #12 

Uncirculated grades ; (1 ) P . Mougey 298 (T . L . Elder ,191 0); (2) G . H . 
Earle 3622 (H . Chapman, 1912); (3) Dr. G. P. French 364 (U.S. Coin Co., 
1917); (4) A. W. Jackman 870 (H . Chapman, 1918); (5) F . R. Alvord 99 
(S. H. Chapman, 1924); (6) B. Bluestone 362 (2/1946); (7)C. M. Williams 
704 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) MS60; (8) Anderson-Dupont 1081 (Stack’s 
1954) ex Virgil Brand; (9) 1954 ANA Convention sale 94 (Federal Coin 
Exchange); (10) L. Merkin 104 (3/1967); (11) W. Van Roden 116 (Stack’s, 
1968); (12) R. T. Davis 4 (Stack’s, 1968); (13) L. Merkin 49 (9/1968); 

(14) R. L. Miles, Jr. 17 (Stack’s, 1969); (1 5) Coins and Currency, Inc. 1424 
(5/1970); (16) G. F. Scanlon 7 (Stack’s, 1973); (17) 1973 Grand Central 
Convention sale 1 093 (Paramount) MS65 . 

AU grades: (18) T. L. Elder 2317 (5/19/1923), H. Ryder 288 (NN 44th 
sale, 1954) AU50, R. EE. Cox, Jr. 178 (Stack’s, Metropolitan NY Convention 
1962) as uncirculated, J. Brobston (Stack’s, 1963) as uncirculated, gem, 

L. Merkin 110 (3/1 968) AU 50-55, W. R. T. Smith (Fixed Price List, Nov.- 
Dec., 1973), AU55; (19) Dr. D. W. Valentine 489 (T. L. Elder, 1927); 

(20) "World’s Greatest Collection" 349 (Numismatic Galleries, 1945) as 
uncirculated, 1971 ANA Convention sale (Stack’s) as AU; (21) F. W. Geiss 
289 (B. M. Mehl, 1947), L. G. Lahrman 70 (A. Kosoff, 1963); (22) Winter 
collection 1049 (Stack’s, Jan. -Feb. 1974). 
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EF grades; (23) W. W. Neil 2220 (B. M. Mehl, 1947). 


VF grades ; (24) Dr. C. L. Ruby 235 (Superior, 1974, Part I). 

Uncirculated examples have been coming to light in the last twenty years. 
The Hillyer Ryder catalogue (1924) said that only three were known. By 
September, 1968, the Lester Merkin catalogue reported that seven or eight 
were known, most of them dark. It would seem that even more are now known. 

Sometimes the obverse shows a rusted die, as on the Ryder and Merkin 
(9/1 968) specimens . The last mentioned coin was also struck from clashed 
dies. Planchet defects exist in the form of clipped edges (F. W. Geiss and 
L. G. Lahrman) and laminations (Dr. C. L. Ruby). 

Some examples of this variety are found with perfect reverses (L. Merkin 
49, September, 1968). In others, reverse rim breaks are seen (Dr. C. L. 
Ruby and the Merkin 104 sold in March, 1967). The Merkin 104 break is said 
to be at MER, between IC, and near the right ribbon. The Ruby catalogue 
does not specify where thei rim breaks appear, but describes them taken to- 
gether, as the late die state, and adds that the coin was "evidently struck after 
some 1805 stemless coins and the early Plain 4 stemless coins, which do not 
show these breaks". 

However, some examples of the Plain 4, Stemless reverse (1804 G-2, 
CMM #13) definitely si ,ow that rim break to some extent (Ruby 237) while 
others do not (Ruby 233). Similarly, there are some examples of the 1805, 
Stemless reverse (G-1 , CMM #1 ), such as the Ruby 239, that show the start of 
the rim break below the right ribbon. Most of those 1805’s, however, do not 
show the break, although 1±ie catalogues are not sufficiently detailed in the 
descriptions of this reverse . 

Where does that leave us? If the reverse break started in the 1805 G-1 
die marriage, as it apparently did, what explains the cataloguers* findings 
of perfect reverses in certain examples of 1804 G— 2 and G-3, which were 
apparently struck later? If the catalogue descriptions are accurate, there 
must have been some interrupted die marriages . 

The obscurity in the development of this reverse die break is reflected in 
the different emission sequences ascribed to these three coins. 

The small reverse flaw or break between the E of UNITED and the leaf, 
being inconspicuous, is ignored by the cataloguers. 

The only obverse breaks to be mentioned are in the Federal Coin Exchange 
catalogue for the ANA 1954 sale where, under lot 94, two breaks are 
mentioned: one at the point of the bust, and the other at the left of the date. 
These have yet to be confirmed on other specimens. 

1804 G-4, CMM #10 

Uncirculated grades : (1) Dr. G. P. French (U.S. Coin Co., 12/5/1912); 
(2) U.S. Coin Co. 487 (2/6/1918); (3) Dr. J. M. Henderson 447 (S. H. 
Chapman, 1921); (4) F. R. Alvord 100 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (5) F. R. 
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Alvord 101 (S. H. Chapman, 1924) a second example; (6) Comm. W. C. 

Eaton 1017 (H. Chapman, 1929); (7) B. Blueston 361 (2/1946); (8)C. M. 
Williams 706 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) MS60; (9) M. A. Holmes 1298 
(Stack’s, 1960); (10) G. Pierce 11 (Stack's, 1963); (11) S. W. Wolfson 9 
(Stack's, 1963); (1 2) J . Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (13) L. Merkin 50 
(9/1968); ( 14 ) W. Van Roden 117 (Stack's, 1968); (1 5) Alto collection 51 9 
(Stack's, 1970); (16) A. R. Turin! 208 (Stack's, 1972); (17) Terrell 
collection 94 (American Auction Association, 1973). 

AU grades; (18) B. Bluestone 6 (2/1945); (19) R. L. Miles, Jr., 18 
(Stack's, 1969). 

VF grades: (20) Helfenstein-Judd 111 (L. Merkin, 3/1968). 

I have had to omit the uncirculated William Sleicher 1190 coin (S. H. 
Chapman, 1919), there said to be ex P. Mougey 299 and attributed as G-4. 

The Mougey catalogue describes lot 299 as a "spiked chin" coin, so it cannot 
be G— 4. I have also omitted the uncirculated 1973 ANA Convention sale 1695 
(Jess Peters), because it was either G-4 or G-5. 

The catalogues do not mention any breaks . 

The Alvord 100 is said to be orange in color. The obverse of the Alto 
specimen is said to exhibit "considerable Mint red" and the reverse to be 
"mostly full color". A number of others have traces of red. 

1804 G-5, CMM *9 

Uncirculated grades : (1) H. C. Miller 1038 (T. L. Elder, 1917). 

AU grades: (2) Dr. D. W. Valentine 492 (T. L. Elder, 12/8/1927)^ H. 
Ryder 287 (NN 44th sale, 1954) AU55; (3) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1 963), R. L. 
Tollett3 (Stack's, 1971); (4) L. Merkin 51 )Sept., 1968) AU55. 

EF grades: (5) F. R. Alvord 102 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (6) C. M . 
Williams 708 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950) EF40; (7) L. G. Lahrman 72 
(Numismatic Galleries, 1963) "almost" EF; (8) W. Van Roden 118 (Stack's, 
1968). 

VF grades: (9) R . B. Leeds 1006 (H. Chapman, 1906) NN 59th sale 1128 
(1967) VF35; (10) Dr. D. W. Valentine 491 , second example (T. L. Elder, 
1927); (11) W. W. Neil 2222 (B. M. Mehl, 1947) "about" VF; (12) A. 

Shuford 144 (A . Kosoff , 1 968) VF25 . 

F grades: (13) J .Brobston, second example (Stack's, 1963); (14) A. R. 
Turin! 209 (Stack's, 1972); (15) Dr. C. L. Ruby 232 (Superior, 1974, Parti) 
F-VF; (16) Dr. C. L. FRuby 233 (Superior, 1974, Parti). 

The obverse die is found unbroken (Ruby 232); or with faint die cracks 
through LIBERTY and the date (Merkins 51 , 9/1968); or with a heavy rim 
break over the top of RTY, together with the faint breaks at LIBERTY and 
the date. The reverse crack (or expanding flaw) from R to the rim is not 
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mentioned, probably because it is always seen. 

The Lester Merkin catalogue for the September, 1968 sale says that only 
two MS60 examples of this variety are known; and that the AU55 specimen 
there offered was tied wi1di the Hillyer Ryder specimen for third place. A 
VF35 coin, offered in the New Netherlands 59th sale (1967) catalogue, was 
said to be the fifth finest known. The Ryder sale called this variety rare in 
condition— 50 or higher. 

1804 G-6, CMM #1 

Uncirculated grades ; (1) F. R. Alvord 106 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); 

(2)J. Brobston (Stack’s, 1963), Flelfenstein-Judd 112 (L. Merkin, 3/1968). 

VF grades ; C. M. Williams 710 (Numismatic Galleries, 1950); (4) 
Mayflower Coin Auction 23 (3/1957); (5) L . G. Lahrman 73 (Numismatic 
Galleries, 1963); (6) Coins and Currency, Inc. 1427 (5/1970). 

F grades : (7) Dr. D. W. Valentine 493 (T. L. Elder, 1927) (8) 'World’s 
Greatest Collection" 352 (Numismatic Galleries, 1945); (9) W. W. Neil 
2223 (B, M. Mehl, 1947) "about" F; (1 0) Anderson-Dupont 1073 (Stack’s, 
1954). 

VG grades; (11) Dr. D. W. Valentine 493 (T. L. Elder, 1927) a second 
example; (12) Harmer Rooke 6271 (5/1970). 

The Brobston catalogue called that coin "the finest known" . The Merkin 
catalogue (March, 1968) agreed and added that the second best (unidentified) 
is only EF . 

The reverse die in this variety is found both perfect and broken. The 
break may be faint, as in the Borbston specimen; or it may be so advanced 
(as in the second Brobston specimen, nearly F) that the ES, the O, and the 
upper leaves are hardly visible . A number of other reverse breaks are known 
today but are not mentioned in the catalogues . 

1804 G-7, CMM #8 

Uncirculated grades ; (1) Dr. G. P. French 366 (U.S . Coin Co., 1917); 

(2) U.S. Coin Co. 490 (2/6/1918); (3) F. R. Alvord 108 (S. H. Chapman, 
1924); T. L. Elder 271 9 (June, 1932); (5) "World’s Greatest Collection" 353 
(Numismatic Galleries, 1S345); (6) C . M. Williams 711 (Numismatic 
Galleries, 1950) MS60; (7)J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963), probably appearing 
again as Helfenstein-Judd 113 (L. Merkin, 3/1968) MS65, where it was 
identified as ex Ryder and Brobston (although there was no G-7 in the Hillyer 
Ryder sale of 1 924); (8)M. A. Holmes 1300 (Stack’s, 1960); (9) A. R. 

Turini 212 (Stack’s, 1972); (10) "Terrell" collection 93 (American Auction 
Association, 1973). 

AU grades: (11) L. P. Jones 372 (T. L. Elder, 1922); (12) T. J. Clarke 
453 (A. Kosoff, 1956); (13) J. Brobston, another example (Stack’s, 1963); 

(14) L. Merkin 82 (6/1968); (15) Coins and Currency, Inc. 1426 (May, 1970). 
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EF grades : (16) B. Bluestone 14 (11/2/50), Dr. C. L. Ruby 231 

(Superior, 1974, Part I)j (17) NN 56th sale 424 (1962) "close to" EF40; 

(18) L. G. Lahrman 75 (A. Kosoff, 1963), EF 40; (19) L. Merkin 52 
(9/1968); (20) FUN Convention 1973 sale 1060 (Rarcoa). 

VF grades; (21) F. R. Alvord 109 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (22) NN 56th 
sale 427 (1962) VF30; (23) L. G. Lahrman 76 (A. Kosof=f, 1963) VF30, 
identified as ex Proskey and Hughes (although D. O. Hughes 70, sold by 
Stack’s in 1970, graded that example of this variety as F); (24) NN 59th sale 
1127 (1967) VF25. 

VC grades : (25) J. EBrobston, another example (Stack's, 1963); (26) A. 

R. Turini 213 (Stack's, 1972). 

The Brobston Mint State example, graded 65 in the Merkin sale of March, 
1968, was described as "practically flawless" and said to be "probably finest 
known" . 

The simple crack through LIBERTY is common. It may be very light 
(Alvord and the Brobston unc.) or heavy (Ruby). But the rim chip-out over 
LIBE is rare and usually found in lower grades. The best examples that I 
found offered for sale are three EF's (Merkin 9/68, called the "finest known 
with rim break". Ruby, emd the Rarcoa (FUN, 1973). 

The NN 56th sale 427 (1962) exliibited incusation marks below the chin. 
This may be the same thing which George R. Ross tried to describe (his 
obverse 2a) when he spoke of "wavy lines under chin" (THE NUMISMATIST, 
March, 1916, page 112). 

The obverse is the s;ame as that first used in G-6, CMM #1 except that 
now it has (1 ) a spiked chin, formerly called an "imperial" or "goatee", 

(2) a tongue-like protrusion, (3) a bulge to the right of the portrait, and (4) 
curved die striations in tine field opposite the neck, resembling finger prints. 
Ross' explanation was "Small scales from die produces a spike at chin and 
tongue at lips. Nicks in right field probably caused by scales cohering to die." 
Roger S. Cohen's suggestion is that the defects occurred during a rehardening 
process. Simple, poor housekeeping at the Mint may also provide part of the 
answer . 


1804 G-8, CMM #6 

Uncirculated grades : (1) H. P. Smith Duplicate sale 588 (1906), NN 59th 
sale 1126 (1967) MS60; (2) T. L. Elder 214 (2/25/1909); (3) G. H. Earle 3621 
(H. Chapman, 1912), H. Ryder 286 (NN 44th, 1954) MS65; (4) H. C. Miller 
1039 (T. L. Elder, 1917); (5) B. M. Mehl's 94th sale 273 (1939); (6) J. 

Brobston (Stack's, 1969) reverse die state 8; (8) R. L. Miles, Jr. 19 (Stack's, 
1969); (9) Million Dollar sale 784 (Harmer, Rooke, 1969); Paramount R . C . L . 
No. 7 (March, 1974). 

AU grades ; (11)U.S. Coin Co. 107 (6/20/1917); (12) Kreisberg and 
Schulman 859 (2/1960); (13) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963) reverse die state 6; 
(14) L. Merkin 53 (4/1968), die state 9 (sic); (15) NN 61st sale 116 (1970) AU50. 
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EF grades; (16) Helfenstein-Judd 114 (L. Merkin, 1968) rev. state 1; 

(17) FUN 1973 Convention sale 1061 (Rarcoa). 

VF grades ; (18) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963) rev. die state 5; (19) J. 
Brobston (Stack’s, 1963) rev. die state 7. 

F grades : (20) F. R. Alvord 110 (S . H. Chapman, 1924); (21) Dr. C. L. 
Ruby 230 (Superior, 1974, Part I) rev. die state 9 (sic). 

The Earle-Ryder MS65 coin is the finest known of this variety. Examples 
of this variety with unbroken reverses are quite rare. The reverse Gilbert 
die state 1 is uncommon. Badly broken reverses are the rule. These massive 
breaks (combined with the smaller obverse breaks) are believed to cause a 
slightly weakened obverse impression (FUN 1973 Convention sale, Rarcoa). 

1804 G-9, CMM #7 

EF grades; (1) F. R Kimball 981 (R. L. Elder, 1921). 

VF grades; (2) G. Pierce 12 (Stack's, 1965); (3) L. G. Lahrman 79 
(Numis. Gal., 1963) VF20— 25. 

F grades ; (4) F. R. Alvord 112 (S. H. Chapman, 1924) nicked, and said 
in the Brobston catalogue to be scratched; (5) C. M. Williams 713 (Numis. 
Gal., 1950) FI 5; (6) Comm. W. C. Eaton 530 (H. Chapman, 1929), Anderson- 
Dupong 1076 (Stack's, 19e54) FI 5, obverse scratched; (7) J . Brobston (Stack's, 
1963) "bordering on VF"; (8) W. Van Roden 122 (Stack’s, 1968); (9) L. 

Merkin 54 (9/1968) ex W. Breen, "amost" F. 

VG grades; (10) Comm. W. C. Eaton 1023 (H. Chapman, 1929, Bardeen 
collection); (11) NN 51sts5ale 1176 (1958); (12) A. R. Turini 217 (Stack's, 
1972); (13) 1973 ANA Convention sale 1697 (Jess Peters) pitting. 

G grades : (14) F. R. Alvord 113 (S. H. Chapman, 1924) second example. 

This variety is sold more often by private treaty than by public auction. 

The F. R. Kimball EF specimen was reported by T . C. Elder as the 
"probably best known example of this very rare reverse" . Roger S . Cohen, 

Jr. mentions an AU example (PENNY-WISE No. 39, page 229). 

The reverse of this variety may be found without a rim break (L. G. 
Lahrman), or with a crack over OF A (W. C. Eaton— Anderson— Dupont), or 
with the rim broken out ovsr TES, and O to I (F . R . Alvord 113). 

The difficulties in tracing coins is underscored by the Eaton sale. 

Although Comm . Eaton wi-xste in 1 921 that he had "over four hundred and twenty 
half cents" in his collection (THE NUMISMATIST , Nov., 1921 , page 518), 
the sale of his coins in 1929 included only 308 specimens in 109 lots. Thus, at 
least 112 coins were placed privately, even assuming no other coins were 
acquired by him. A description such as ex Eaton, without being more specific, 
may not refer to the Eaton sale of 1 929 . 
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1804 G-10, CMM #10 


EF grades: (1) 1954 ANA sale 98 (Fed. Coin Exch.); (2) J . Brobston 
(Stack’s, 1963), said to be the finest known. 

VF grades ; (3) R . Hewitt and B. C. Bartlett 1171 (T. L. Elder, 1918). 

F Grades ; (4) J. Pawling 94 (NN 39th sale, 1952) black incrustations on 
both sides; (5) Anderson—Dupont 1074 (Stack's, 1954) FI 2, rough, nicked, and 
scratched, and said to be ex Comm. W . C . Eaton, but I cannot trace it to 
Henry Chapman's 1929 Eaton sale; (6) L. G. Lahrman 80 (A. Kosoff, 1963), 
obverse scratched, reverse rough, "about" F. 

VG grades: (7) F. R. Alvord 114 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (8) R . S. 
Cohen, Jr. FPL No. 1 (1972) VG8; (9) R . S. Cohen, Jr., another example 
and his plate coin, FPL No. 1 (1972) VG8. 

Fair grades : (10) Dr. D. W. Valentine 497 (T. L. Elder, 1927); (11) 

Dr. D. W. Valentine 498 (T. L. Elder, 1927). 

The catalogues do not discuss the die breaks, either obverse or reverse, 
which are known to exist. 

1 804 G-1 1 , CMM #5 


AU grades : (1 ) J . D. Sweyd 78 (A. Kosoff, 1963). 

EF grades: (2) W. W. Neil 2226 (B. M. Mehl, 1947); (3) Helfenstein- 
Judd 116 (L. Merkin, 3/1968); (4) R . S. Cohen, Jr. FPL No. 1 (1972); 

(5) Comm. W. C. Eaton 1024 (H. Chapman, 1929), being part of the Bardeen 
collection . 

VF grades : (6) G. O. Walton 56 (Stack’s, 1963); (7) L. Merkins 55 
(9/1968) "just about" VF; (8) R . S. Cohen, Jr. FPL No. 1 (1972), another 
example; (9) Winter collection 1050 (Stack's, 1974). 

F grades : (10) Anderson-Dupont 1 075 (Stack's, 1954) FI 5; (11) J. 
Brobston (Stack's, 1963) "nearly" VF; (12) A. R. Turini 21 8 (Stack's, 1972) 
"nearly" VF, "an exact duplicate of the Brobston coin". 

VG grades : (13) Dr. G. P. French 420 (U.S . Coin Co., 1915; not to be 
confused with the same firm's Dr. G. P. French Half Cent sale of December 
5, 1917); (14) C. M. Williams 71 4 (Numis , Gal., 1950); (15)J. Pawling 95 
(NN 39th sale, 1952); (16) H. Ryder 285 (NN 44th sale, 1954), VG10, "looks 
as if it might have been in a fire" . 

G grades : (17) F. R. Alvord 115 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (18) Comm. 

W. C. Eaton 531 (H. Chiapman, 1929). 

This variety is very much less rare than once thought, although it is still 
hard to come by in EF45 or higher. The numerous breaks are not much 
discussed by the cataloguers. However, the example sold in Lester Merkin's 
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September, 1968 sale was said to have extensive reverse die breaks, without 
a rim break. The Anderson-Dupont reverse was described as "weak at top 
as always" . This might be due to a reverse break. 

1804 CMM #2, not in Gilbert (G-IO/G-6) 


None offered . 

1804 CMM #2, not in Gilbert (G-6/G-10) 

None offered. 

(To be continued) 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS 

the 

"Little Half Sisters" 

"The standard reference on U.S. Half Cents." 

Penny-Wise 3/15/72 

The interesting story of these "half sisters" of the large cent, with new 
material and interpretations from data in The National Archives. 

Fully illustrated with 1 92 photographs of all known varieties and the more 
well-known die states . 

Quick, easy and positive identification of the ninety-six known varieties. 

All members of the EAC should have a copy. There are many rare 
varieties that are worth fi-xim two to eight times catalogue. 

Regular price $15.00. 

special to EAC members (10% off) $13.50 postpaid. 

Order your copy from: 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr., EAC #188 
4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

************* 

******************************************* *********************** 

* FLORIDA MATERIAL :::: BUY/TRADE 

* Have over 1 300 different Florida trade tokens , store cards , coupons , 

* chits, mirror cards, political items, transportation tokens, wooden 

* nickels . Buy singles and lots . Or trade U . S . Lg $ . If it reads 

* "Florida", am interested. 

ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, LR STA., MIAMI, FL 33138 EAC #1 55; LM/ANA 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


B. WARREN ENZLER 
URGENTLY WANTED 


15 Lotus Street Cedarhurst, L.I., NY 11516 
- LA>RGE CE^‘T LITERATURE 


Auction Catalogues 
Monographs 
Reference Works 

The above reference material is urgently needed for the completion of 
my personal library. (Especially needed are any works by Newcomb on 
early cents.) Kindly send a listing of any catalogues, monographs, etc. 
that you may have available . 

************* 


DOUGLASS WINTER 360 East 65th Street New York, NY 10021 

NEEDED: Colonial coins, especially state coinage. Need any 

Connecticut pieces . 

WILL TRADE; other Colonials, half cents, or large cents . 

************* 


JOHN W. ADAMS 
FOR SALE; 



55 Court Street 


Boston, Mass 

1793 

NCI 

BS1 

2 known 


$4,750. 

1794 

NCI 

Fr2 

5 known 


2,750. 

1794 

S-55 

XF45/AU50 CC-4 


1 ,000. 

1795 

NCI 

Fr2 

3 known 


4,500. 

1796 

NCI 

VG10 

CC-5 


850. 

1796 

NC4 

G4 



275. 

1797 

NC3 

VG8 

CC 2-3 


1 ,650. 

1797 

NC5 

VG10 

CC-6 


550. 

1797 

NC6 

AG3 

2 known 


3,500. 

1799 

NCI 

AG3 

3 known 


2,500. 

1800 

NC2 

G4 

5 known 


2,250. 

1800 

NC3 

G5 



650. 

1801 

NC3 

VG8 

CC 2-3 


1 ,650. 

1802 

NC2 

VG7 

6 known 


1 ,750. 

1803 

NCI 

VF20 

CC-3 


1 ,650. 


* * * 

***** 

* ♦ * * 

* 



02108 


LAWRENCE A. NILSON 
FOR SALE; Half C 


P. O. Box 3031 Ormond Beach, Florida 32074 


Large Cents 


1804 G-1 

VG+ 

$23. 

1806 G-2 

VG 

26. 

1797 S-121 

VG8 

61 . 

1798 S-173 

FI 2 

31 . 

1 801 S-224 

VG10 

1 6. 

1839/6 N-1 II 

VG 

CD 

CD 

1 844/81 N-3 

VF 

21 . 


Ancient and Better Foreign Wanted . 
************* 
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FOR SALE: 

L^RGE 

CENTS 

- Call or write for prices! 


R7: S-217 

5+ 






R6: S-95 

15 

R5: 

S-76a 

20 

R1-R3: S-104A 

6 

S-100 

15 


S-1 71 

20 

S-1 08 

25 

S-100A 

5 


S-1 82 

25 

S-1 85 

20 

S-1 07 

10 


S-234A 

20 

S-1 86 

20 

S-1 32 

20+ 


S-238 

20 

S-1 91 

30 

S-1 78 

7 


S-248 

30 

S-194A 

12 

S-1 83 

25 


S-248A 

20 

S-1 96 

20 

S-210A 

10 


S-262 

30 

S-200 

12 

S-218 

12 




S-203P 

10 

02NC1 

15 

R5-: 

S-1 06 

15 

S-219P 

25 

03NC1 

8 


S-1 11 

12 

S-225A 

40 




S-1 63 

10 

S-233 

20 

R6-: S-73A 

12 


S-1 69 

12 

S-237A 

25 

S-80 

10 


S-1 76 

12 

S-252A 

35 

S-1 05 

10 


S-240 

15 

S-253P 

20 

S-1 16 

7 




S-271 

35 

S-1 18 

5 

R4: 

S-1 54A 

12 

S-274 

25 

S-1 42 

12+ 


S-1 65 

20 

S-275 

25 

S-1 46 

7 


S-1 75 

15 

S-286 

40 

S-1 56 

10 


S-1 93 

15 



S-1 95 

7 


S-1 99 

10 






S-207 

15 



R5+: S-1 43 

12 


S-229 

30 



S-1 47 

10 


S-235 

20 

A = terminal die 

state 

S-1 50 

12+ 


S-244 

25 



S-1 60 

25 


S-259A 

25 

P = perfect dies 


S-201 

10+ 


S-274 

25 



S-215 

25 







William R. T. Smith 
BOX 514 

Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
Telephone: (312) 256-2714 

:fe#4e:(C9|c4(4::le3|e4c:|e4:4e 


Last Minute Addendum: My copy of Quarterman's reprint of "The First 

U. S . Mint" was delivered just as P-W was being sent out for printing. The 
book has been beautifully done; and it looks so much like Stewart's original 
issue, it is hard to believe it is a reprint. I recommend the purcheise of this 
book wholeheartedly. It is a fentastic value. 

The Editor 
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JEFF SHARP 


P.O. BOX 823 


CORVALLIS, OR. 97330 


FOR SALE: HALF CENTS 


1795 

G-5 

Au-50/55, one light pinscratch in obverse 

field. 



struck 1056 off center, light brown color. 

reverse 



exceptionally sharp and choice 

1750.00 

1804 

G-3 

EF-40 

70.00 

1804 

G-5 

EF-40 

70.00 

1804 

G-7 

EF-40 

95.00 

1805 

G-4 

Small 5, stems F-12, ex Stacks sale, lower range 



condition census 

500.00 

1806 

G-1 

EF-40 

70.00 


LARGE a:NTS 


1793 

S-2 

VF-20, exceptional color (light brown) and 
flawless surfaces 

3000.00 

1796 

S-113 

Sharpness of VF , diffeee light pitting, pri 

- 



marily on reverse. Ex Ruby as VG-10 

210.00 

1798 

S-169 

F-12 Ex Ruby 

105.00 

1799 

S-189 

VF-25, sharp date and Liberty, dark brown 
color Ex Werkin 

2250.00 

1801 

S-221 

F-15 

100.00 

1802 

S-234 

VF-r20, choice color and surface 

105.00 

1802 

S-237 

Sharpness of mint stats, dull surfaces (no 

luster) 




500.00 

1803 

S-251 

EF-45, choice color and surfaces 

175.00 

1809 

S-280 

F-12 

140.00 


y 

^ ^ ^V* ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


John D . Wright 

1468 Timberlane Drive 

St. Joseph, Michigan 49085 

Enclosed please find my check for $2.50, for which mail me a copy of 
EAC’s Cumulative Index to EPNNY-WISE, Vols. I -VI I. 

Mail to 

(please print 

legibly) 


(Additional orders @ $2.50 each = $ . ) 
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